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Editorial...
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF MILLETS:2022-2023

Millets are among the first
plants to be domesticated and
are  considered  "nutri-
cereals” due to their high
nutritional content. They
have served as a traditional
staple for hundreds of
millions of people in Sub-
Saharan Africa and Asia for
7000 years, and are now
cultivated across the world.
However, their cultivation is
declining in many countries,
and their potential to address climate change and food security is not being realized in full. This
is despite the fact that millets can grow on relatively poor soils and under adverse and arid
conditions, with comparatively fewer inputs than other cereals.

The need to promote the diversity and nutritional and ecological benefit of millets to consumers,
producers, value chain actors, and decision makers is timely, and can improve food sector
linkages. The International Year of Millets, therefore, stands to provide a unique opportunity to
increase global production, ensure efficient processing and consumption, promote a better
utilization of crop rotations, and encourage better connectivity throughout food systems to
promote millets as a key component of the food basket. The International Year will (i) elevate
awareness of the contribution of millets for food security and nutrition (ii) inspire stakeholders
on improving sustainable production and quality of millets; and (iii) draw focus for enhanced
investment in research and development and extension services to achieve the other two aims.
India is now focusing on enhancing productivity, making post-harvest management robust and
giving farmers and buyers a unified national market for optimizing benefits to both. For
addressing nutritional challenges and also to bring diversity in the country’s agri-food systems,
the Government is supporting diversification from predominantly food grain-based systems to
other high-value crops like fruits and vegetables.

By declaring 2023 as ‘The International Year of Millets,” the UN General Assembly has set the
tone for increasing the area of cultivation of millet across the world. India, which is the world’s
largest producer of millets is taking wide-ranging steps to implement the benefits of this
opportunity. We will create more awareness about importance of millets by research and
education among the Indian community for construct healthier community.
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